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Meeting Minutes: March 6, 2014 

 

Attendees:    

EDAB Members Present: Ken Lewis, Al Raine, Bob Sperber, Paul Saner, Marilyn 

Newman, Derrick Choi, Cliff Brown 

Members Absent: Susan Houston, Tom Nally, Don Warner, Harold Simansky, 

Anne Meyers 

Economic Development Division: Kara Brewton, Andy Martineau  

Guests: Planning Board  
 

 

1.  EDAB/Planning Board Joint Discussion on Route 9. 

 Kara Brewton opened the meeting by thanking all who came out to 

begin discussing the future planning of the Route 9 corridor. 

 Kara acknowledged that everyone is frustrated with the current state of 

many properties and the amount of time it has taken to redevelop some 

of them.   

 

Questions/Comments: 

 Pending hotel will be great 

 Need more mixed uses  

 Should plan for the corridor sooner than is scheduled 

 Not pedestrian friendly because of high speed traffic  

 Fragmented ownership, shallow parcels and existing streetscape are 

challenges 

 Is route 9 included in the annual retail vacancy analysis? 

 Could zoning push buildings back to enhance pedestrian experience? 

 Could there be a combined parking area for the district and for delivery 

trucks? 

 Retail not viable with existing conditions 

 Could we push buildings closer to Rt. 9 and create a pedestrian cooridor 

between the MBTA and building? 

 Buildings are blighted with covered windows and deteriorated appearance 

 Dim lighting makes it feel unsafe at night 

 Could bus stops be moved 

 Limited parking options are development prohibitive 
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 Could we implement form based zoning to allow for taller buildings? 

 Taller buildings would result in unwanted residential development  

 Sidewalks are too narrow 

 What about a 40R development somewhere along the corridor? 

 We should pursue state funding and other mechanisms for assembling 

parcels and redeveloping them.   

 

  

2. Brookline Place Presentation:  

 Members of the Boston Children’s Hospital Brookline Place 

Development Team appeared to updated EDAB and the Planning Board 

on the status of their redevelopment proposal, following months of 

meeting with the Selectmen appointed Project Advisory Committee.  

 

Questions/Comments: 

 How did you determine the width of the proposed landscaped connector 

corridor and plaza?  Specifically, what data have you looked at to analyze 

the volume of pedestrians expected to utilize the passageway from the 

MBTA station to Route 9?  We have observed current pedestrian activity 

and expect that to continue.  Our focus here was integrating with the plans 

and estimated pedestrian demand volumes originally projected for Gateway 

East.   

 The green space is surrounded by large buildings, have you done shadow 

studies to show how much sun the park will get?  The sun comes around the 

site from Pearl Street to the park.  Our landscaping plan is designed to 

allow for sunlight to come through.  

 The plan shows outdoor seating for a café; will there be outdoor seats open 

to the public?  Yes.  What you see tonight are concept drawings of what the 

site may look like.  There will be plenty of benches and other seating 

available to the public.  

 Public Comment was closed.  Kara Brewton noted that there will be a 

number of public hearings on Brookline Place as well as a neighborhood 

meeting to discuss Route 9 on April 16 at the new Lincoln School. 

 

3. Development Updates:  

 

Brookline Place: 

 Ken Lewis updated the Board on the progress BPLAC has made on 

topics including, parking and environmental indemnification.  Ken 

noted that EDAB should weigh in on the contents of the developer’s 

agreement via a memo to the Selectmen.  

 The Board voted unanimously to submit Ken’s draft memo as 

amended.   
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Red Cab:  

 The 20 day special permit appeal period has expired 

 Staff, Special Town Counsel and the Developer’s Counsel are coordinating 

the closing on the Town owned property 

 The Developer is expecting to break ground as soon as the weather permits.  

 

 

Circle Cinema:  

 The project has new life following renewed discussions surrounding 

parking, traffic circulation and improved landscaping.  

 The project would require a Town Meeting vote to allow for landscaping 

along two public easements.   

 

4. New Business/Misc: The Board decided to keep the April 7 for their next meeting.  

The Route 9 neighborhood meeting is on Wednesday, April 16 in the auditorium at 

the new Lincoln School.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting April 7, 2014 at 7:00pm, Town Hall, Room 

TBD 


